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Community participation

Support from the community has been essential for the success of this research initiative,
which has grown from its beginnings at the NMSU Alcalde Science Center to include research
collaborations throughout surrounding communities.

 Numerous connections exist between valley
Irrigation communities and contributing upland
watersheds.

With the invaluable cooperation of many people in different communities we:

 |Installed new wells and/or instrumented existing domestic wells to monitor groundwater level
fluctuations;
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« Conducted field campaigns and instrumented acequias and rivers for monitoring stream
flow;
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* |nstalled weather stations to measure different climate variables:

* |nstalled soil moisture stations and other instrumentation to calculate water budgets at the
farm and valley scales; and
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* Learned from people in the community who have shared with us their experiences and
knowledge of acequias.

nconfined aquife
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